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About JDC
Since its inception in 1914, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), popularly
known as “the Joint,” has been dedicated to rescue and relief for Jews in need and to
reconstruction and renewal of Jewish communities overseas. Operating in over 70 countries
world-wide, JDC has borne witness to the greatest events of twentieth-century Jewish history.
The extensive holdings in the JDC Archives -- including correspondence, reports, speeches,
telegrams, eyewitness accounts, press releases, logs, passenger lists, emigration cards, and
photos -- document more than a century of operations and activities and serve as a record of life
in Jewish communities throughout the world.
What can we offer the genealogist?
Names of individuals, often with additional data, are scattered throughout our extensive text
collections, which are organized chronologically. Our text collections, of which more than 2.6
million pages have been digitized (available online at http://archives.jdc.org/archives-search/),
include files on geographical areas and localities, landsmanschaften, loan kassas (credit
cooperatives), internment camps, DP centers, and more, providing rich background material.
Our Names Indexing Project has made it possible to search over 500,000 names in our database
(http://archives.jdc.org/sharedlegacy/search-names/).
In addition, we are digitizing our vast photo collection of some 100,000 images. Almost 68,000
photos have already been scanned and imported into our searchable database
(http://archives.jdc.org/archives-search/).
Sample Text Records
Following are sample records on topics of interest to family researchers:

1. Remittances – Records of relief funds forwarded by JDC to families in Europe and
Palestine from relatives in the United States.

Remittances for Poland, September 22, 1915 (AR 14-18, #36-2)
2. Parcels – Records and inventories of relief supplies (food, clothing, medicines,
equipment, and holiday supplies) sent to the needy in Europe, Asia, and Palestine/Israel.

Packages sent from Bolivia to France3 & Belgium, Aug. 24, 1945
(AR 45-54, #265)

3. Orphans – Some of the tens of thousands of children orphaned by war, disease, or
pogroms in Eastern and Central Europe and Palestine who were aided by JDC.

“Adopted” Jerusalem war orphans, March 4, 1921 (AR 19-21, #88)
4. War casualties – Jewish victims of the violence and destruction of the war years.

French Jews deported from Camp Des Milles, Aug. 13, 1942 (AR 33-44, #615)
5. Rabbis – Recipients of JDC aid in Palestine, Europe, and Shanghai.

JDC appropriations for rabbis in Russia,
Dec. 14, 1916 (AR 14-18, #147)

6. Refugees and emigration – Individuals and groups receiving or seeking JDC aid.

Egyptian Jewish refugees in France receiving aid from JDC, 1957 (G 55-64, #EG.26)
7. Passenger lists –Lists of passengers onboard vessels such as the Serpa Pinto, Nyassa,
Mouzinho, Excalibur, Nea Hellis, Ginyo Maru, Montevideo Maru, and others.

Operation Magic Carpet Yemenite Airlift, December 1948 (JER 44-52, #210)
8. Survivors – Cards of Displaced Persons receiving emigration assistance from JDC after
WWII; lists of liberated internees.

List of liberated internees whose relatives desire to help,
Oct. 24, 1945 (AR 45-54, #1051)

